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The Douay Martyrs Catholic Secondary School
Some Ofsted Quotes – October 2018


“The leadership of the sixth form is good”.



“There is strong leadership capacity in the sixth form to drive improvements further”.



“Leaders manage the programmes of study for students thoughtfully”.



“Students who met with inspectors said they were pleased they had stayed in school
for the sixth form. Most students go on to high-quality destinations in education or
employment”.



“Students appreciate the strong family environment in the sixth form”.



“There is an exceptionally wide range of enrichment opportunities which helps students
to develop personal and social skills. Student retention between Year 12 and Year 13
is high because of this support”.



“Teachers have strong subject knowledge”.
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September 2020
Headteacher:
Mr Anthony Corish
B.A, M.A, P.G.C.E, N.P.Q.H

Dear Year 11 Student, Parents/Carer,
The transition from Year 11 to Year 12 and studying at A-Level
is a challenge for all students. We at The Douay Martyrs
Catholic Sixth Form provide clear systems of support which
allow students to bridge this gap.

The Douay Martyrs Catholic Secondary School
Edinburgh Drive, Ickenham
UB10 8QY
01895 679400
office@douaymartyrs.co.uk
www.douaymartyrs.co.uk

The Sixth Form Team works with the Year 11 Team to enable
the movement from Year 11 into Year 12 to be as smooth as
possible. The Sixth Form Team attends Year 11 assemblies half termly and the Student
Leadership Team are encouraged to visit Year 11 Form Tutor groups in an ambassadorial role
enabling students to learn from older students about Sixth Form life.
We echo ‘The Douay Way’ in all that we do. To create an atmosphere in which both students
and staff know that they are working towards a common goal: to better themselves and
become excellent citizens. We continue the values set in Years 7 through to 11 to ensure the
best care, advice and education is given to our young people.
We work hard with all of our students to achieve their own aspirations – The vast majority will
go on to study at university - typically 85-90%. Some will proceed directly into employment,
apprenticeships or further career specific pathways. We work hard to help each individual on
their own pathway. We expect each student to work hard, to organise their time effectively,
and we monitor this very closely to ensure that this is achieved.
We hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of what makes our Sixth Form such a great place.
The Sixth Form is an integral part of the whole school community, bound together by our faith
and our commitment to others.
We are in a privileged position to be able to work with and support our fabulous students at
this important stage in their lives and we – the Sixth Form Team look forward to welcoming
you into Year 12 where the journey begins...
The Sixth Form Team below:

Mr D Patel
Assistant Headteacher
Head of Sixth Form

Miss S Thoona
Assistant Head of Year
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Mrs S Daly
UCAS &
Aiming High
Co-ordinator

Mrs Bolger
6 Form Pastoral Manager
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SIXTH FORM LIFE
The Sixth Form at The Douay Martyrs Catholic Secondary School is an inclusive Catholic
Sixth Form. We welcome applications not only from students from The Douay Martyrs
Catholic Secondary School but also from other schools. Each year we receive a number
of applications from students wishing to join us from other institutions. The Sixth Form
offers a full range of Advanced Level and Vocational subjects to ensure diverse choice
is available. There are approximately 200 students in the Sixth Form with the vast
majority of students following 2 year courses leading to places at university.
Monitoring Progress
The progress of students is carefully monitored. During the course of the year parents
will receive tracking reports including information based upon students’ progress and
attainment levels. There will also be a Parents Evening for all students in Years 12 and
13. Students will also be assessed formally at various stages in the year in order to
ascertain the levels at which they are working. Parents are informed of progress in all
aspects of academic performance, attendance and punctuality. Students work closely
with the Head of Sixth Form, Heads of Year 12/13 and Form Tutors in order to maximise
their levels of achievement, culminating in progression onto high level university
courses, apprenticeships or employment.
Pastoral Support
Students are placed in House based Pastoral Support tutor groups. There is a
programme of mentoring where the Form Tutor has regular meetings with each
individual student in their Form to provide support and advice to each student and to
monitor their progress against their target grades. There is also a programme of
activities where students are shown how to organise themselves, develop revision skills
and examination techniques. Students attend fortnightly briefings to keep up to date
with Sixth Form information. Celebrating our faith is at the core of what we do. Our
Year launches with a Celebration Mass and is punctuated with charity, community,
spiritual and faith in action opportunities across the year.

“Students appreciate the strong family environment in the sixth form”
Ofsted Inspection – October 2018
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP
Additional Activities
Many students participate in peer
mentoring programmes where they assist
younger students, some helping students
in lessons, others providing advice and
guidance during transitional periods. We
encourage all students to take on positions
of responsibility and leadership and as the
eldest students within our school, we
expect them to act as positive role models
for younger students.
We additionally encourage our students to
become involved in volunteering schemes
where they can develop valuable life skills.
Each student takes part in our “Faith in Action” scheme, whereby they provide help and
support within some aspect of their school or local community.
One of the key aspects of our Faith in Action programme is community service within
the School. There are various ways for our young people to offer their time and talents
to enrich our school community. Students are encouraged to select from a range of
opportunities including the paired reading scheme to support younger students improve
their literacy skills, classroom support where they improve their own subject knowledge
by assisting younger students in developing their confidence and acting as guides at
Open Evenings and Open Mornings. All Year 12 students become prefects and have to
complete break time duties alongside staff members – encouraging greater community
collaboration. Because we know all our students – we can create appropriate
opportunities for all individuals to have an involvement in leadership in our school.
A new venture last year is having a Core Student Leadership Group in Year 13. These
students have had the opportunity to present at Open Evenings and Aiming for
Excellence Evenings promoting our Sixth Form and the work we undertake. They have
led on the student duties programme – a rota dictates when each individual has to help
out in the dining hall at lunch time. Positive relationships and systems which create
greater order have been established due to the greater Sixth form role modelling.
The Head Boy and Head Girl lead the School Council and thereby support the student
body in making changes for the greater good of the school. They organise with their
Leadership Group – charitable events half termly e.g. Macmillan coffee mornings, RAG
Week, Christmas Week in the first term.
All members of the Student Leadership Group attend a tailored Catholic Leadership
Training Course led by Governors and the Diocese to support their knowledge and
practice of what makes a good Catholic Leader.
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SIXTH FORM AT THE DOUAY MARTYRS
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL
MUST

ACTIVITIES

3 Subjects

3 A-Levels
BTEC or Applied A-Levels
4 A-Levels – only on discussion with line manager to the Sixth form. Note recommendation
is to make accurate course choices at the beginning – therefore to start and finish 3 ALevels.
All non-contact lessons – dedicated Sixth form study space in the LRC, Cardinal Hume
Campus and the Oscar Romero Library, Cardinal Hume Campus
Café style study – Sixth form only coffee machine and F1 for collaborative learning.
Sixth form kitchen
St Catherine of Alexandria Library, Arrowsmith Campus is available for Sixth Form use too.
Compulsory One lesson a week plus Period 5 slot

4 Subjects
Independent Study

Certificated General RE
Faith in Action
Year Briefings

Charity Fundraising
Additional voluntary student support
Sixth Form Assemblies – fortnightly.
Once a fortnight.

Registration and Tutorials

4 times a week – Thinking Skills, Study skills, Reading for Pleasure.
UCAS preparation. ‘The Day’ – Current Affairs, Reading Ambassadors & PSHE.

Pathways Career Programme

Personalised Post Douay choices input – regular input

University/ Job/ Apprenticeship
Preparation

UCAS Personal Statement programme of support
Open Day visits
Apprenticeship and Job interview techniques
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SIXTH FORM AT THE DOUAY MARTYRS
CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL
SHOULD

ACTIVITIES

Leadership

Student Leadership Group
Head of Student Voice
Head of School Council
Head of Student Leadership
House Captains
Prefects
Entertainment Committee
Mentoring

Fund Raising

Macmillan Coffee Morning
RAG Week, Christmas Week
Lenten Charity activities: Help A N Other Day

Grade Booster Workshops

Generic key skills: note taking, analysis, evaluation, FLIP learning, Thinking skills etc
Subject Specific Skills: How to get an A etc, How to answer certain question styles etc

Mentoring

Mental Health Ambassadors, Behaviour Support, Active study buddies, Reading
Ambassadors
Silver Awards – with key opportunities set up to enable your success

Duke of Edinburgh
Sharing Our Faith

Year 7 and Sixth Form Welcome Mass
Catholic Leadership Training for Student Leadership Team

Extended Project Qualification

Voluntary
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ENRICHMENT
There is a strong academic focus in The Douay Martyrs Catholic Sixth Form but it is also
important that we develop well rounded individuals who have a wide range of interests. At
The Douay Martyrs Catholic Sixth Form we actively encourage all of our students to become
involved in a range of enrichment activities. This include sports, public speaking, debating
and various other activities promoting leadership. We also encourage and support cultural
opportunities including visits to theatres and places of interest in London.
Independent learning is valued highly – and both of our Sixth Form libraries are manned
to ensure students get best value from this time. Students use their study periods to
complete their homework tasks and additional reading. This will include preparation for
lessons (FLIP learning), consolidating work done in the classroom, revision and
independent research. The library has a suite of computers with internet access to facilitate
this. Our young people need our support and guidance, but also need to be nurtured in a
structured environment. This is good skills building for university study. Access to St
Catherine of Alexandria Library, Arrowsmith Campus is also available for independent study.
Collaborative study is encouraged in room F1.
The 6th Form at The Douay Martyrs Catholic Secondary School have an annex to one of
their libraries – with a Café style study facility. Students can use this before school, during
lessons, at break and during lunch. It is an area for students to relax and avail of tea, hot
chocolate and a range of coffees.
The Sixth Form team views the link between pastoral care and curriculum support as vital
to the success of our students. We work closely with subject teachers to ensure students
are making progress and receive additional help to reach their target grades.
As part of the enrichment programme in the Sixth Form students have the opportunity to
participate in the Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh Award. As well as those who have
completed their Bronze Award we welcome and encourage direct entrants to take on the
Silver challenge. The Duke of Edinburgh gives all young people the chance to develop skills
for work and life, fulfil their potential and have a brighter future. They achieve the Award
by completing a personal programme of activities in four sections, Volunteering, Physical,
Skills and Expedition.
Year 12 and 13 students volunteer to train as Red Caps and accompany the Westminster
Diocese Pilgrimage to Lourdes at the end of July. The young people offer support to needy
individuals taking part in the pilgrimage. It is such a rewarding experience that many repeat
it in their young adult lives.
We have a Common Room in the Sixth Form Centre to support Sixth Form recreation and
we have a range of social events that bring the Sixth Form Community together regularly.
The organisation of The Douay Martyrs Catholic Sixth Form Annual RAG week (a Raising
and Giving Week) takes place in October. It is entirely Student Leadership Team led and
organised. From Halloween fancy dress, Pub-like quizzes and Pyjama party sleepovers –
Rag Week certainly creates a buzz and great fun is had by all. Throughout all of these fun
activities pupils develop wider skill sets which is important to their overall social
development. We also support special events such as “Safe Drive Stay Alive”.
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CAREER EDUCATION AND
GUIDANCE IN THE SIXTH FORM
Most students are aiming for higher education and they receive help and guidance from
their Form Tutors to improve their study skills, identify their strengths and weaknesses and
carry out personal action planning. Also, subject teachers often help students in this way.
Our Careers Adviser, Mrs Cathy Nind, is in school 2 days a week and students can refer
themselves to her for a one-to-one careers interview or just drop in for some particular
advice or direction.
A day is set aside to start the UCAS preparation and application process. Students receive
advice and guidance on how to write an outstanding Personal Statement, see presentations
about finance and university life. We arrange university visits and students can attend open
days at universities of their choice throughout the year. We have a dedicated Careers
Resource Room which students can utilise to obtain information on a wide range of Careerrelated topics and Gap Year Information.
For those who wish to go into an apprenticeship or employment at the end of the Sixth
Form, Mrs Nind has comprehensive information and often helps students to find their first
job. Whatever their career choice, there is information and help available to all students
and we aim to support them in every way possible to reach their full potential, develop their
confidence and make the right choices about their future.
Students are supported at all stages of the UCAS process by their Form Tutor, and the rest
of the Sixth Form team.
Students are also all registered to Pathway – a Careers tracking and mentoring programme
which provides students with employability skills training and online mentoring. This is aimed
at all students in the sixth form as these are areas that all our students need exposure to
however they are particularly proactive in raising awareness of employer opportunities
(including degree apprenticeships) to the students. In the half term they organised a
Pathway Skills Days that 300+ 6th Form students from across London (including our
students) attended and had support from 90 company ambassadors from over 25 different
companies. They also give access to company insight days and work experience
opportunities and have the opportunity to apply to attend workshops with up to 40 major
employers in the South East.
We also work with a number of organisations to help enhance the opportunities for our
students. Each year we have a number of students who enrol on university preparation
courses at institutions including King’s College London and University College London.
Additionally, we will help students to develop their applications to attend Summer School
sessions at a range of UK universities, this being organised as part of schemes offered by
the Sutton Trust. Some students are also successful in applications to be awarded a place
on schemes offered by the Social Mobility Foundation, often benefitting from work
placements and mentoring offered as part of these schemes.
We are very proud of the recent success rate of our students in achieving their desired
places at university, particularly in such a competitive market. In recent years our students
have moved on to a wide range of different courses and career sectors. We believe that
each young adult regardless of background, with a vision of their future can achieve great
success.
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2020 STUDENT DESTINATIONS
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UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS
AND COURSES 2020
UNIVERSITY DESTINATION

COURSE PLACED

Bournemouth University

Accounting

Bournemouth University

Business and Management x 2

Brunel University

Biomedical Sciences with placement x 2

Brunel University

Business Computing with year in industry

Brunel University

Communication and Media Studies with Placement Year

Brunel University

Computing

Brunel University

Industrial Design and Technology

Brunel University

Law and Criminal Justice

Brunel University

Mathematics and Computing with Foundation Year

Brunel University

Psychology

Brunel University

Psychology (Sport, Health and Exercise)

City, University of London

Law

City, University of London

Optometry

Coventry University

Accounting and Finance

Durham University

English Literature

Imperial College London

Medicine

Imperial College London

Physics

King’s College London

English

King’s College London

Neuroscience and Psychology with professional
Placement Year

King’s College London

Physics with Astrophysics and Cosmology

Kingston University

Forensic Science

London School of Economics (LSE)

History

London School of Economics (LSE)

Politics and Economics
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UNIVERSITY DESTINATION

COURSE PLACED

Loughborough University

Accounting and
Placement Year

Loughborough University

Business and Management with Placement Year

Middlesex University, London

Music

Nottingham Trent University

Business Management, Accounting and Finance x 2

Nottingham Trent University

Fashion Marketing and Branding

Oxford Brookes University

Computer Science

Oxford Brookes University

Music

Oxford Brookes University

Primary Teaching

Oxford Brookes University

Robotic Engineering

Pearson’s Business School

Business

Royal Holloway University of London

Accounting and Finance

Royal Holloway University of London

Criminology and Sociology

Royal Holloway University of London

Music

Royal Holloway University of London

Psychology and Criminology with Placement Year

Royal Holloway University of London

Psychology, Criminal Psychology and Mental Health

Royal Holloway University of London

Social Science

Royal Veterinary College

Gateway to Veterinary Medicine

St Mary’s University, Twickenham

Primary Teaching with QTS

The University of Law

Law

UCFB

Multimedia Sports Journalism with Foundation Year

University of Chester

Bioveterinary Science

University of Chichester

Human Resource Management

University College London

Engineering and Architectural Design

University College London

French

University College London

Physics

University of Essex

Accounting and Management
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Financial

Management

with

UNIVERSITY DESTINATION

COURSE PLACED

University of Kent

Computer Science

University of Manchester

Educational Psychology

University of Oxford

History

University of Portsmouth

Childhood and Youth Studies with Psychology

University of Reading

Film and Television

University of Reading

International Business and Management

University of Southampton

Audiology

University of Surrey

Business Management

University of Surrey

Law

University of Warwick

English Literature

University of Warwick

Law

University of Warwick

Mathematics
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